1 [Firemaln Corps

Multinational Expertise

Created on July 1, 2005 under the designation
Rapid Reaction Corps - France (RRC-FR), the
Headquarters adopted on January 1, 2026 the
historical designation: 1 French Corps (1 (FR) Corps).
1(FR) Corps is unique as it is the multinational,
operational, and deployable Corps headquarters
within the French Army. With France acting as the
framework nation, the Corps is open to all EU and
NATO partners. Approximately 450 active personnel
and 200 reservists from 14 nations serve within the
Citadel, and this diversity fosters expertise integration,
making multinational cooperation a natural part of the
Corps’ DNA. The Corps is capable of commanding the
full spectrum of operations, from crisis response to
high-intensity combat, in complex, multinational, and
multi-domain environments worldwide. It can deploy
on short notice, act as a first responder, and operate
under NATO, EU and any other international coalition
mandates when circumstances require.

Operational Commitments and Capabilites

Since its creation, the Headquarters has consistently
demonstrated its ability to lead major operations under
French, EU and NATO mandates.
In 2014, the Corps was certified by NATO to command a
joint operation with land dominance and subsequently
spent one year on standby as a NATO Joint Task Force
Headquarters.
In 2015-2016, the Headquarters partially deployed
its personnel to staff the Joint Command Post of the
BARKHANE Operation in the African Sahel, directly
contributing to the operation’s command and control
and renewed this support in 2019.

More recently, the Headquarters took on a central
NATOrole.In 2022, itassumed responsibility as the Land
Component Command of the NATO Response Force

and deployed to Norway for the large-scale exercise
BRILLIANT JUMP and exercise COLD RESPONSE. In 2023,
it played a key role in exercise ORION 23, the largest
French multi-domain exercise in decades, testing large-
scale warfighting at the Corps level.

In 2024, the Corps further consolidated its NATO
interoperability by participating in exercise LOYAL
LEDA.

Able to expand rapidly with reinforcements from the
French Army, Joint services, and Allied partners, the
1(FR) Corps can command land forces up to 120,000
personnel for all kind of operations.



Today and tomorrow

In January 2024, the Corps was NATO certified
as a Warfighting Corps (WFC), marking a historic
milestone for the French Army and underscoring
France’s ambition to play a leading role in Europe’s
defense. The WFC concept, recently adopted by
NATO, reflects the ability to conduct high-intensity,
large-scale operations at Corps level. Looking
ahead, the 1(FR) Corpsistransformingits command
post structures to enhance agility, resilience, and

survivability. By integrating emerging technologies
and Al-enabled interconnected systems, this
next-generation structure ensures faster, more
precise responses in contested, multi-domain
environments.

Exercise ORION 26 marks the culmination of this
transformation and confirms 1(FR) Corps’readiness
for tomorrow’s fight, as a NATO strategic reserve
Corps.

Structural foundations: An effect-based architecture

1(FR) Corpsis a strategic asset. As a key component

of operations and achieve victory. Contributing

to the deterring NATO posture during peacetime,
the Corps is efficient and fight based organisation
allows, during crisis time, to offer a series of options
to political leaders for any intervention.

of a complete combat system for which it serves
as an integrator, it generates land-centric effects,
relying as well on the nations that make up its
Headquarters, provides NATO oran ad hoc coalition
with MDO options designed to shift the balance
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